
Dear Parent(s),

I am pleased to have your son or daughter in Advanced Placement Psychology this year.  I under-
stand that some parents want to be actively involved in their child’s coursework while others prefer 
to allow more independent functioning.  I also understand that some kids share much more infor-
mation about their classes than others.  So, I want to tell you a few things about this course that I 
think every parent should know.  

I approach the AP course with certain assumptions.  One is that students who enroll are motivated 
individuals willing to devote a considerable amount of out-of-class time to preparation.  If your son 
or daughter isn’t studying for class on an almost daily basis, success is much less likely.  Given the 
nature of a fast-paced, college-level class, it is simply very difficult to excel by putting in an hour 
or two the night before chapter tests (a strategy, by the way, that often works quite well for bright 
students in less demanding courses).  Your assistance in encouraging daily preparation and review 
is greatly appreciated and will pay huge benefits throughout the year. 

A second assumption is that almost everyone who takes the class will sit for the Advanced Place-
ment Examination in Psychology in May.  Tests certainly have their weaknesses, but I’m convinced 
that students who do well on the AP Exam know a great deal of Psychology.  In a sense, it will be-
come our “Super Bowl” this year - most of our efforts throughout the year will be directed toward 
making sure we are ready for test day.  To go through all the preparation and not take the test 
seems somehow anticlimactic.  Why do all the work and not get college credit?

Grades are an area of interest to both parents and students.  In my class, they are based on tests 
(50% of the total in the first semester), quizzes (20%), assignments (20%), and daily activities and 
participation (10%).  Your child will probably find this grading system to be tough but fair.  “A”s, 
particularly on tests, should be difficult to come by, so your son or daughter should feel justifiably 
proud to earn them.  “B”s indicate to me that a student is making excellent progress and will be 
ready for the AP Exam in May.  Grades of “C” are certainly acceptable and show that the student is 
learning quite a bit of psychology, but in the past, “C” level students tend to struggle with the na-
tional exam.  My goal is that every student earn grades of “B-” or higher.  

Finally, please read the course syllabus with your child.  It has most of the information necessary 
for success in AP Psychology.

If you have questions about any aspect of the course, please do not hesitate to contact me.  The 
easiest way to reach me is email (mrmalley@mrmalley.com).  You are also welcome to phone me 
at school (683-2894).  I am reachable at extension 454.

I believe Psychology is an ideal subject for a first college level course.  It teaches scientific reason-
ing, critical thinking, and study skills by covering information that many find inherently interesting.  
I teach psychology because I find it fascinating and intellectually stimulating.  I hope I can convey 
my excitement to your son or daughter this year!

Sincerely yours,

Patrick M. Malley
Psychology Teacher

September, 2007
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