
Unit: Course Introduction
Day: 1 of 3

Read For Next Class: Syllabus 

Goal(s):
• Pass out course documents.
• Introduce students to critical thinking.
• Demonstrate how critical thinking can lead to scientific inquiry.

Material(s) Needed:
• Syllabi
• Quiz Sheets
• File Folders
• Performance Self-Evaluations
• Parent Letters
• Signature Statements
• Newspaper Clipping
• Envelope

Sequence:
1. Pass out syllabi, parent letters, signature statements.
2. Pass out file folders.
3. Pass out quiz sheets and performance self evaluations
4. Tell story and do magic trick

Instructions:
1. Inform students that they are expected to read the syllabus.  You will go over it on Wednes-

day, and it is important they have read it first.  There will be a quiz.
2. Have students write their full name (last name first) on the tab of the folder.   They should be 

reminded to write as legibly as possible.
3. Have students write their name and block number on the quiz sheet and place it inside their 

folder.  Have them put their name on their self evaluation and place it to the inside of their 
folder.

4. Tell story about having ESP.  Perform magic trick.  Once finished, have students raise their 
hands if they are skeptical of my powers. Ask students how they would prove their belief that 
I do not, in fact, have ESP.  What sort of things might they change?  Write their ideas on the 
board.  Use this as an opportunity to reinforce hand-raising.  When you have exhausted all 
possible ideas from the students, or have eaten up all of your time, tell students that it is this 
type of critical thinking (write on board) that fuel the field of psychology.  Ask students 
“what is one thing that I have in the situation that they lack, that makes it impossible for them 
to test their theories?” (the answer is control - try getting it out of them.   “What would they 
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change in order to take control of the situation?”  Write their ideas on the board.  Before they 
leave, emphasize the process.  Think critically, then set up situations in which you have con-
trol, and test the situation again.  This is what makes psychology a science.

The student will:
• read the entire syllabus
• give their parents the parent letter
• return a signed signature statement no later than Friday
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